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it originally as a drama myself, having Mr. Robson in my eye for the principal character. Mr. Wigan, however, did not think the piece suitable for his theatre, and declined it; as also "did Mr. Buckstone, unless I would make alterations, which I did not choose to do.
"We are going to have a private representation of this piece by some of my friends and family, and I had it printed to save the trouble of copying. The conversations at the commencement seem needlessly long, and probably are unsuitable for the stage, but these could surely be curtailed; the last act is so very lively and amusing that I cannot but think Mr. Wigan and Mr. Buckstone were wrong concerning it.
"Will Mr. Robson have the kindness to read it over? It seems to me that he and Miss Sedgwick will be excellent representatives of the two principal characters. "Believe me,
"Your very faithful servant,
"W. M. THACKERAY. "CECIL HOWARD, ESQ."
The private representations took place when Thackeray gave a house-warming after his removal from Onslow Square to Palace Green. Thackeray, Mr. Merivale, the acting manager, tells us, declined a speaking part on the ground that he couldn't possibly learn such poor words, and only appeared with a cigar as the clerical papa (Mr. Bonnington) just before the fall of the curtain, to hold out his hands and say in pantomime to actors and audience, "Bless you, my children."*
*The cast included Hermann Merivale, Sir Charles Young (author of Jim the Penman), Morgan O'Connell (the Liberator's son), Follett Synge, Quintin Twiss (the then well-known amateur low comedian), Mrs. Caulfield, two daughters of Sir Henry Cole; and Thackeray's younger girl.